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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

u* «f ^ T T S C 102 that form the 
, The Mowing is a quotation of the appropriate ^ of 35 U.S.C. 

for .he rejection, under this section made in this Office action: 

Apersonshallbeentitledtoapatentunless- r ^ DubU c use or on 

102(b) as being anticipated by Yoneyama 

2. Claims 1 and 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

(US Patent No. 5,801,860). 

.egard.ngClaiml.Voneyamateachesac.tacommunicat.onslin.compnsingadata 

chan „e, ( referencenumeraHO,n F ,gure 5) to a data receiver station (reference numeral 30 ,n 
Fi ^e5),wher,n,hedata — er statton includes a mu„ipower,eve, optica! source 

, ev e,o;,putsignalofmeopt,cal S ourcebe,n gtt — d along the oprica, communicattons 
^eltothedatarecerver station, s,d data recetver station ,nc,u,n g a data-decodtng recetver 

(^entinreferencenumeranStnPigure^andwhereinsaidreceiver station further 
comprl sesarecei— a, condhton momtor (reference numera, 3, in Ptgure 6) coupled y a 
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1 1 lines 50-54, column 12 lines 57-61). 
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identical). . 1 

^C^.Vone^.eaCesa.a.aco— — 

*^^...^«^* , " , '"' ,,,d, "" ,t 

o^po—s — .sep.a.ea^.he^a.oveana^UCa,^. 

^o^ns nomine, so.ce ou tpUt po^ «ve cu.e„ t c—ics. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

fi^Ti^C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C w 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Yoneyama(U.S. Patent No. 5,801,860). 

Regarding Claim 2, Yoneyama teaches a data communications link as claimed in Claim 

1, wherein the predetermined characteristic is the DC level or the average optical power level of 

the signal received by the receiver (as discussed above), but differs from the claimed invention in 

that Yoneyama fails to specifically teach that the sensed level is compared against a control or 

reference level to establish a difference and the arrangement is such that the control signal 

attempt to null that difference or at least to keep the difference within narrow predetermined 

limits. However, one skilled in the art would clearly have recognized that in order to establish 

accomplish the control means described by Yoneyama, one would have compared the sensed 

level against a control or reference level in order to determine the amount of power adjustment at 

the transmitter. Furthermore, the teachings of Yoneyama would have suggested to one skilled in 

the art that the sensed level is compared to a control or reference level since Yoneyama teaches 

that a predetermined level at the receiver is achieved and maintained, thereby suggesting a 

comparison to a control or reference level of the previous iteration of power sensing and control. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 

made to have compared the sensed level against a control or reference level in order to establish 

a difference in order to null the difference or at least to keep the difference within narrow 

predetermined limits as suggested by the limitations of Yoneyama. 
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Regarding Claim 3, Yoneyama teaches the limitations of claim 1 , but differs from the 
claimed invention in that Yoneyama fails to specifically teach the predetermined characteristic is 
the individual - bit content of a multibit test word transmitted at preselected times the condition 
monitor being preprogrammed with the bits of the test word against which the individual bits of 
the transmitted test word are compared and in the event of a difference the control signal is 
arranged to increase or decrease the power output of the transmitter in order to reduce the error. 
However, one skilled in the art would clearly have recognized that it would have been beneficial 
to transmit a multibit test word to be received and compared at the receiver with a stored multibit 
word to determine any differences in the transmitted word and the received word, thereby 
providing a means for determining the amount of power adjustment at the transmitter. 
Transmission of test signals for determining the effect of the transmission medium on the test 
signals to thereby derive a control signal is well known in the art and would have been obvious 
to one skilled in the art in view of the teachings of Yoneyama at the time the invention was 
made. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Sakai, Takamatsu, and Dugan teach feedback control systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Agustin Bello whose telephone number is (703)308-1393. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Chan can be reached on (703)305-4729. The fax phone numbers for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)872-9314 for regular 
communications and (703)872-9314 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305-3900. 
AB 

July 23, 2002 
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SUPERVISOR PATENT EXAMINER 
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